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SUB J : PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE INFORMAL QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
BY THE PRESIDENT AT LA CASONA, CARACAS, VENEZUELA: 

THE PRESIDENT: WE SIGNED AGREEMENTS THIS AFTERNOON BETWEEN VE- 
NEZUELA AND THE UNITED STATES WHICH DETERMINED THE MARITIME BOUN- 
DARIES BETWEEN OURSELVES AND VENEZUELA. 

THIS IS THE FIRST AGREEMENT THAT VENEZUELA HAS SIGNED WITH ANY 
OTHER COUNTRY. AND THE NEXT STEP WOULD BE TO REACH AN AGREEMENT 
ON FISHING RIGHTS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND THE MARINE AREAS 
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THAT WE BOTH CONTROL. 

WE ALSO SIGNED A VERY IMPORTANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN OURSELVES AND 
VENEZUELA TO CONTROL NARCOTICS. WE HAVE AN INCREASING PROBLEM BE- 
TWEEN SOUTH AMERICA AND NORTH AMERICA IN THE SHIPMENT OF NARCOTICS 
BETWEEN THE TWO CONTINENTS AND WE HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO 
COOPERATE VERY CLOSELY BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES TO CONTROL THESE 
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ILLEGAL SHIPMENTS. 

I MIGHT SAY THAT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND VENEZUELA THERE 
ARE VERY FEW DIFFERENCES. I AM BLESSED BY HAVING A FRIEND IN 
PRESIDENT PEREZ WITH GREAT EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND 
ALSO A GREAT INTEREST IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD. 

HE ALSO HAS A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE FROM THE ONE THAT THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES MIGHT HAVE AND HE HAS BEEN A VERY 
GOOD COUNSELOR FOR ME IN UNDERSTANDING THE RELATIONSHIPS THAT 
EXIST BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED INDUSTRIAL NATIONS OF THE WORLD ON THE 
ONE HAND AND THE DEVELOPING NATIONS ON THE OTHER. 

SO WE JUST EXPRESSED THIS AFTERNOON NEW AGREEMENTS THAT TYPIFY 
THE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN US AND THE PEOPLE OF VENEZUELA. 

QUESTION: DO YOU THINK THAT THE TRADE LAWS THAT AFFECT FOREIGN 
TRADE IN OUR COUNTRY MIGHT BE DERELICT BY THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES? 

THE PRESIDENT: OF COURSE, WE ALREADY ENJOY A GREAT TRADE WITH 
VENEZUELA. WE PURCHASE FROM YOUR COUNTRY ROUGHLY $4 BILLION WORTH 
OF OIL AND OTHER PRODUCTS EACH YEAR. WE SELL TO VENEZUELA ABOUT 
$1 BILLION LESS. ABOUT $3 BILLION. 

I WOULD GUESS THAT IN THE FUTURE WE WOULD MOTE TO INCREASE THE 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRADE AND TO REMOVE ANY OBSTACLES TO FAVORED 
NATION STATUS THAT EXISTS. 

AT THE PRESENT TIME OUR LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS PREVENT THE PRE- 
FERRED TRADING STATUS AMONG NATIONS WHO SELL LARGE QUANTITIES OF OIL, 
BECAUSE THEY ARE SOON TO BE VERY RICH. BUT THIS MAY BE CHANGED IN 
THE FUTURE AND I WOULD BE GLAD TO SEE THE CHANGES MADE. 

QUESTION: COULD WE ASK BOTH OF YOU TO COMMENT ON SOMETHING? 

THE SAUDIES HAVE SAID THEY CANNOT PROMISE TO HOLD DOWN THE PRICE OF 
OIL IF THE U.S. DOLLAR CONTINUES TO DECLINE. DID THE TWO OF YOU 
DISCUSS THIS TODAY AND WHAT IS YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF PRESIDENT PEREZ' 
POSITION ON THIS? 

THE PRESIDENT: I MIGHT ADD THAT THIS AFTERNOON WE LIMITED OUR 
DISCUSSIONS TO POLITICAL MATTERS AND TO MATTERS OF BILATERAL 
NATURE AND ALSO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

TOMORROW MORNING WE WILL CONTINUE OUR DISCUSSIONS AND THEY WILL 
BE DEVOTED TO ECONOMIC MATTERS, INCLUDING, OF COURSE, THE VALUE OF 
THE DOLLAR, THE PRICE OF OIL, AND OTHER SIMILAR SUBJECTS. WE HAVE 
NOT YET DISCUSSED THOSE SUBJECTS. 
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QUESTIONS: MR. PRESIDENT, DID BOTH OF YOU DISCUSS THE QUESTION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN A GENERAL WAY AND SPECIFICALLY WAS THERE ANY DIS- 
CUSSION OF CRITICISM CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA AND OUR 
POSITION AS OPPOSED TO THE VENEZUELAN POSITION? 

THE PRESIDENT: IT DOESN'T TAKE LONG TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS WITH THE VENEZUELAN LEADERS BECAUSE WE ARE IN 
COMPLETE HARMONY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

I WOULD SAY THAT VENEZUELA TOOK A VERY EARLY AND VERY STRONG POSITION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS. WHICH WE LATER ADOPTED AS OUR OWN. AND WE HAVE 
WORKED CLOSELY WITH THEM IN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND 
INDIVIDUALLY WITH COUNTRIES WHERE HUMAN RIGHTS WERE THREATENED TO 
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BRING ABOUT A REALIZATION OF THOSE HOPES THAT WE BOTH SHARE. 

WE HAVE HAD DISCUSSION ABOUT THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA. NOT ONLY 
THIS AFTERNOON, BUT PRESIDENT PEREZ AND I HAVE EXCHANGED CORRESPON- 
DENCE CONTINUALLY ABOUT IT. AND SEVERAL LETTERS. 

I HAVE DERIVED A GREAT BENEFIT FROM HIS ADVICE. WE ARE BOTH CON- 
CERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA AND WE BOTH FEEL THAT A 
DELEGATION FROM THE UNITED NATIONS OR THE OAS SHOULD BE WELCOMED 
INTO NICARAGUA AND OTHER COUNTRIES WHERE HUMAN RIGHTS ARE THREATENED 
TO PROVIDE THE FACTS TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD. 

WE HAVE A POLICY IN OUR COUNTRY WHICH I AM INSISTENT IN MAIN- 
TAINING OF NOT INTERVENING IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER NATIONS, 

BUT WE HAVE A RIGHT TO EXPRESS OUR OWN SELVES FORCEFULLY AND ALSO TO 
ENCOURAGE ACTION ON THE PART OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND OAS IN GOING 
INTO COUNTRIES TO DETERMINE THE FACTS. 

I AM SURE THAT PRESIDENT PEREZ WOULD LIKE TO REPLY AS WELL. 

QUESTION: DID YOU SAY ALSO THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 
BETWEEN THE TWO OF YOU ON THE QUESTION NICARAGUA? 

PRESIDENT PRF.Z: (RESPONDING IN SPANISH) 

THE PRESIDENT: TOMORROW WE WILL MAKE EVERY ATTEMPT. PRESIDENT PEREZ 
AND I, TO FIND SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OURSELVES AND BETWEEN OUR 
COUNTRIES THAT MIGHT SERVE TO TITILLATE THE PRESS AND TO MAKE A 
MORE NEWSWORTHY STORY, BUT I THINK PRESIDENT PEREZ HAS ACCURATELY 
DESCRIBED THE SITUATION. WE DISCUSSED THESE ISSUES VERY THOROUGHLY 
AND ALTHOUGH I DON’T KNOW THE DETAILS OF THE BELIEFS OF THE OFFICIALS 
OF VENEZUELA. WE DID NOT DETECT ANY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US. 

THANK YOUR VERY MUCH. 
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END (AT 5:40 P.M. (LOCAL TIME) KEY. UNQUOTE COOPER 
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